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sequence of the former, is first perceptible about Horeymelah,
whence it increases progressively southward, till it attains its
maximum in the Yemamah \ farther on towards Hareet: and
Dowasir it again diminishes, partly, I suppose, from the grow-
ing distance from the mountainous district, partly from the
vicinity of the Great Desert and its arid heat

I have already mentioned the frequency of butchers' shops
in the market The Nejdean breed of sheep is well known and
much esteemed, even beyond the limits of Arabia. This is
natural, for good and copious pasture, with a fairly temperate
climate, render Nejed a land eminently adapted to the propa-
gation and perfection of the species. However in the judgment
of many, amongst whom I myself am one, they are inferior as
an article of food to the sheep of Diar-Bekr and the frontiers of
Curdistan. In the market of Damascus, whither they some-
times find their way, they fetch a high, but not the highest price.
Their wool is remarkably fine, almost equalling that of Cache-
mire in softness and delicacy. I need hardly say that they are
broad-tailed; all Arab sheep are so more or less. Were Arabia
in the enjoyment of circumstances more favourable to commerce
and what else accompanies it, half the Turkish empire might
hence alone be supplied with wool and mutton; the proportion
of pasture land in this country almost equalling the arable and
the unr$claimable desert taken together. But the difficulty of
exportation from the centre across the frontiers is naturally great,
and has been rendered yet more so artificially, I mean by mis-
government or by careless indolence.

Camels abound; it is a " wilderness of camels." The breed
here resembles in the main that of Shomer; but the colour,
there most often between red and yellow, is in Nejed generally
white or grey; black is rare everywhere. The stature, too, of
the Nejdean camel is somewhat slimmer and smaller than the
northern, and the hair is finer. They are cheaper in proportion
than sheep; twenty-five to thirty shillings is an average camel-
price; not much for so powerful an animal Dromedaries
begin to grow frequent; but of them more anon.

Oxen and kine are much more common in Nejed than in the
northerly provinces; in Yemamah they abound, and are not
rare, as I was told, in Wadi Dowasir. These beasts are gene-
rally small-limbed, but always furnished with the hump of